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Dear Sylvia, 

it S^Sf 2 ££* "T f ” yo " -• - 

letter. With regard to the former, long a^o I attenmtrd^ ^ he had sent me a 

each and every one I thought ioi-ht ®®“ I . a J ten ®* Bd . to en ^Sge in a dialogue with 
none did, Hence°l havf^^,™t S i ! ^terost, including you. hone wanted to, 

anyone to alter the opinion I th^ held hor°h c _ rom ^° ne to consider, no basis from 
independently to alter my views. They are in fL^f^tif^^ 6 ' 1 ° f Whicil 1 ilave leam ed 
fits into a different scheme of thS s ^ ? t ° eCaUS ° Wllat ****** ™ 

more corrupt government. ’ “ electlon ** the ^ s of an even 

% «Sft*£ l 0 LrS 1 ^ ir 1 S"St S 2S a h S ? fff 7 •*— °» *»t h. should do. 

— *w riSM «* P»poi I^plSieTt irL ! S K ’ff «* -V time he 

«ad in neither the phono conversation nor the letter did I "IIS' 1 "' fohteiday, 

position he knows I hold. We non- of us ,1 i ^ ^ about the 

one of the reasons I undertake to get th^opiirLon* of 1 ?^ TO ? tLtud ? or error * wIlich is 
"* t 1 " “ *■» Pl-ne end vie.e of others on the first SSL? “* St " > “ 

^tt^r^rSaSlor M- *“ *“ should tell me .tot he tod 

late getting mv mail vesterdnv- uti™ ^ +. a., , ^“-i his It.- iter arrived, I was 

because I wanted to complete what I was workiS^n^t/a^Sttl Weather ^ ? artl y 

We have one mail delivery a date It 1=? ,/. as 11 <> " t2 ' e ^berruption as possible. 

daisy from the torr^Sd tS toSl flooliS m^?Zn l “V “ to «i«te 
at any time beginning 6 a.«. end Jt 1?* to "“> 1 8* «* 

outgoing moll. Bton onr mail is delivered i- till J. *£f *5 slailio:! “S' 

As soon as I finished talking to Howard and eftL^T out ? oin ? 133x1 18 P icked a P« 
had overheard part of rnv end of +L “ a £ t r daacu ssmg it with my wife, who 

with them, as^ttZol to Z *** “ d *«Woff 

1 have regarded these three as I would ^ns Rich ^ h C ° me 'f a ^ Bin * 1 sen i Howard a copy. 

could, each has always had free and unsupei4i S ed a ccess°to SaTfST Sth* ^ 

pointed out new things I had acauiro-d anrt „n , „n , , . , ~ ^ -tiles, with each i have 

That either Gary of> Jerry would ~do wiia thev did What 1 waated held confidential, 

^u caiTlnadej.-staad how Ifeel^lZ^ Z i W0Uld ^ e v 3e * d «i impossibility to me. 
been down after doia- i+ and without lcaz ™ J1 S did. and that Jerry had 

seen it and other SLgs V * secret deny. H e hdd 

had deposited coDies of the death certificate ' ? ° ^ 1 wb f E ’ in strd ctest confidence, I 
practise on everythin of TZL ^ S ° t 1 followGd 

results. But thSe uaiuleasSInSPSd nnt T lafe ^ n ®tl y vdth unpleasant 

i Mv, lo4 he«^ 5 Se“ “ ritto "SSl 1- S lM “ t8 

about my alleged secretiveness. In those case where ^ ^ were Passed, 

about whv the source would sav pot c,„„h +i ■ * .a* j£no “ ^ ne source, 1 have questions 

ta is" no critic who £s ^ ** trUth * 

and aside 4x>m what is in the o«= 11 st- +M fres access my entire files, 

single repSter wl^ wafeir hS^o £d noT^ °t“ S “ ^ ««*"• 11 there is a 
have soujt to bacS^Ld S coSidScf The :4it^ ° f iU ^ Sach “***«* 1 

level is not that of the policy bJ^*t£ ^ T n 1°^ T WOrk 011 tho 

w ary, in fact, when she was here, never ceased ehldin/ ^ P °? ter ^ yex breached my confidence, 
retrospect I ™i«t a iron , ’ eased chidin^ me xor my openness and what, in 

«*iss&c sr ltew nr ta » - 

same toy. Ho ™ ,-ni til, ™ . s °““ “ tta books <*•* Mvo disappeared the 

him large bardtoard bones fill of fills °th- ohoiS°?f°7'th s8c ” tl ’' c > 1 toTO Smn or loanee 

irstrJTjJS si s“s\= ”=o™. 

?2r^^rb £ Hr 5 ? sr 

that t have tolTS; SSS’rlv ?£?*"* •» toll yea 

I W told him never to oome here. Baidensome « tU,^t?TSl2LX^f« hIT’*’ 
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worse and close to intolerable for my wife, who suffers too much from being married to me. 

one of you will ever understand the pain and enormous work Ned required mf us, or her 
great suffering at the course he finally took. One had to be here to get even a glimmer 
of that mind's strange workings, that hidden by sick ego and ambition or a mentally-ill 
man, something I didn't detect until close to 3 a.m. one morning he disclosed it. Gary 
knew about his problems. If I took Ned on Gary's recom mendation, I have to admit that after 
his first visit we liked him and would have accepted him on the impression he then made. 

Now on these vile slanders on my alleged secretiveness, let me give you a few specific 
examples. Prom the time we first met, you have had a standing invitation to come here, for 
a weekend or for a vacation, and to see what you would. If .you are well within your rights 
in going where you chose and not going where you don't want to, it is not in any way my 
fault. Buring this time, aside from vacations (and how I wish we could get one for even a 
weekl)» know you have gone to Vancouver, Los Angeles and Balias, for these I recall. You 
have gone to Philadelphia several times, and the train trip to Baltimore is but an hour 
longer. I had offered to meet you at the railroad station and any aiirport, each another 
hour. Jerry would have given you transportation any of the many weekends he has been here. 

So, there is nothing I have that you would not have seen if you had not elected other- 
wise. Those things that people ask me to keep confidential are all marked, some in sexoarate 
files so labelled. This would have been the only restriction imposed except for the keeping 
confidential of that I planned to use in my own wilting. As you know, this is but the norm. 
When I completed much of this writing, I promptly loaned you copies, ^ou are not alone. 
Cyril, for. example, read the then-completed parts of POST MORTEM, as did Nichols, both 
promising to keep the contents confidential until I could arrange printing. I have, in 
fact, also made copies available to a fairly large number of those who have requested it, 
ranging from individuals in some cases total strangers to institutions. Most of the 
xeroxing has been done for me by Hoch, so the extent of this is not secret. With Cyril I 
went further and on his word that he would keep it confidential I kept him informed of 
my work on the final part of PM. On the death certificate, ^ immediately told him what it 
disclosed on his promise to keep it confidential. 

I digress for a moment on Cyril. As soon as I could, personally made the xerox 
coixi.es of the panel report and related papers for him and for Nichols in Hew C r ieans, 
the Monday after the Friday on which we get them. A1 Oser, now the judge, mailed them for 
me to save me the postage. Even then Cyril did not begin to understand what it says. So, 

I undertook to explain it to him by phone. I actually phoned him at his home. He ^s in 
Las egas. He phoned me back from there (reversing the charges, naturally, which is con- 
sistent with his thoughtlessness in not paying for the xeroxing of the GSA-family contract 
when he knew his way around so little or was so niggardly that he didn^t even ask .the 
A.rchives for it) and I went into detail in explainig to this truly eminent forensic 
pathologist what he had not seen and understood even after ^ had sent him a copy. I have 
had occasion to review my Cyril file recently. It was a depressing experience you may he 
unwilling to credit, but I am not withdrawing, my invitation and you can determine for your- 
self if I represent faithfully. I rather imagine that Howard has gone over it. I have 
never watched any critic in his use of my files nor have I ever asked any one which he was 
using, so I don't know. I do know that Howard was into that subject when he was here, for 
he expressed his shock after reading theparts of my ®ed file tliai t Ned had not sent him, 
beginning with Ned's first offer and including the contract, ou should also know that Ned 
left here with whatever he wanted, on promise of confidentiality and that part of our 
contract was that he would speak to none of those he wanted to without my prior agreement. 
Ned has strange notions of his own omniscience based on a reading of a couple of book and 
the fact that he inherited wealth. I also sent Curil pictures nobody had seen that I got. 

He made copies. So, with this aspect, there has Been no secrecy. And even the stuff that 
Garrison used was mine. That his office didn't keep its word on their part of it will, 

I am sure, not surprise you, but we did have a specific arrangement and such tilings as 
lOQo of the medical stuff ware lOO/o mine. You never understood the relationship between me 
and Garrison and as far back as perhaps 1967 wouldn't listen to any explanation if you 
had to keep any of it confidential. 
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As you know, I gave Cyril his testimony in Judge Halleck's court. That his performance 
on his own was truly magnificent, especially under cross-examination, is irrelevant. He 

entire basis of Ms i actual testimony from me after failing to understand it hint- 
self. There were special problems at that time which impelled me to taoe that and other 
things, “obody has ever heard those tapes. I 0 u can. The problem was Vince and his Svebgali 
role, as you should remember. (lou should also remember your indifference about Vince when 
I first told you m 19 W what he had then done. Ditto for Amoni.) There were, in fact, 
at least two such phone callg that I can recall, neither at ¥yrli> s expense. The second 

Ws ~ 3 COn ff r ® nCe setup on a ^ und fy» with Vince, Bud, a friend of Vinces, the basketballer 
wbo thereby became an assassination expert among those I can recall. T 0 this day Oyrii 
has never accepted the repeated invitation to come here with his wife and to this day he 
nas^ given me absolute zero. He gave me some copies of a picture I lcsaed him in confidence, 
having? apparently, also made some for himself. H e originally promised to help me with 
my suit for pictures of the clohting and in other medical-related matters, but even when 

Z lL* 0 f Ct a !, 0ml att0mey 111 that case asked Mm to be an expert witness for me, 
e refused, with sufficent hon^ty and bluntness to give me the reasons it would cost him 
money! The one^other thing I had asked of him, xeroxes of a couple of pages from standard 
oources he must have on the capabilities and limitations of spectre graphic analysis and 
^hutron-activation testing he promised and never supplied. I wrote him a number of times 'h 
remind him of this, and each time he did reply he told me in one form or another how 
great I am, how tragic it is for the critical community that I have to be so depparately 
ro e, things like that, not the simple cpuple of xeroxes one of his secretaries could 
nave made at little or no cost or trouble® 

With you I was not secretive. There were some things that had to be confidential. 

For example, your involvement with fhoraley (and you would not listen to my warnings on 
Lifton, would you, or tell me of his nasty lies he was broadcasting about me-so who is 
secretive. between us?) that could have and still can be a great ^barrassment for you. 
our Passion (asjii\ uncontrolable as it is eloquent and beautiful to behold. With Thomcley, 
as - moire jrou will eventually come to understand, it was entirely He forced 

me .o investigate him. I actually tried to help him keep out of probable trouble, and not 
because I found him either attractive or a decent man by any standard. The results of 
that investigation are enough to put him in jail. This and your lack of control when 
anyone mentioned anything even indirectly related to Garrison are what impelled me to ask 
that you keep what 1 would tell you confidential . 

As a general comment on me and the lies about my secretiveness, I tell you as 
others can and I am sure will confim, that until it became financially impossible I made 
copies ox eacih and every document I got at the Archives for at least too people with all 
and for more with some, now aside from each taking a full minute or more on my machine and 
the time of . correlating and mailing (and even stamps arc a financial burden for us when 
we have no income and enormous debts) the actual cost to me was 100 for each page. And this 
has nothing to. do with buying cooies of things they wanted and I dug up for them at the 

e lives when it cost 200 a page and the cost of going there came to more than 010.00 a trip. 
Ox ten, of course, tins was not the real cost, 3 d* for I did other tilings. In some cases 
when I was tola my costs would be paid they were not and in some I had to keep writing 
letters, a waste of time I could have devoted to work. A case of the latter is the study I 
made ox the Oswald shirt lor ones Harris. That was a special trip. A t took months before 
I got back the cost. of the color pictures I got for him, S40.00, and’ even then, when he 
was making extra prints of everything, he never sent me a duplicate. 

As a specific comment on aecretiveness between you and me, you did accept information 
from omhers beiore and alter refusing to from me. Epsteii^ is the first case. And after 
other tnings Forean is another. *ou judgement there was pretty had for that was a stinker 
find you should, have detected it. Perhaps your devotion to link blinded you. He takes 
ink, even third-hand, as oracular. The result of your keeping that confidence was a 
coyrtroom disaster mitigated in part only because I saw the papers Bud filed a few minutes 
before he had to be in court with them. Read Forean on the stond and you’ll see enough, 
in the courtroom, when you could see all the faces, his, the judge’s, the U. S. attorneys' « , 
it was much worse. That confidence on trash you did not detect you could and would keep, 
but none oi t ose witn which I wanted to I am sure I told you 

it was an your personal interest to know, vrtujr 



t etoee ^ tkoae to whom 1 sent cooies inn confidence, those who saw it here and the™ 

I told aoout it, everyone who can still be considered even oossihlv a resoon^hv^ th ?® 
saw or knew the contents of the death certificate -except y^u - and th3 was Sm T S 
Hcmember, I even asked you if you would read the final part of POST ilORTEM It i =, . le ^ lon * 
and its use IS copyrighted. You were too busy. hudyT^S you arf bufi il t^ 
are busy only to - the point of doing nothing with me. You hZe tSs’rSt n333£ w* 
n exercising it I suggest you surrender your gi±k right to complain. ' J ’ 

From the very beginning, from my first awareness of any critic be-ide- L,n= r 

t 0 ^ ° m i work » J an 1 to your attention the day we Inched at^he ® 

rated Nations and saw cue proofs you were still correcting) I ssnt Ma-Ho r,* rc-n 

« MMon^ ^ * “ ° 0EyIisha “® “* tort one other critic, some no aan^S 

, fp- e Sations of my alleged secretivoness are mythology, and I think if i « i™,, 
past the time when those who retail the falsehood should be Sking themsefves whv I 
am reminded of another such item. Mary has had copies of some of L Ses 3 wSh I We 
no copies. I wrote her last night, not for the first time, and asSd SeL re£ I 

ever ^seemed worthwhSe^T^t^^^^l^Sm^r 2"! 

~ 0 a le to tap ° 4 t is not improper to dictate notes of a confidential nature to a 

B®!® 3 ?’ t^s p was able to without dishonesty let Mazy know what I had learned in 
Dallas -a sufficient commentary on those who lived there and hab been there earS3! 
by her agreeing to act as my confidential secretary. 

1p++ J° U ar ? amons those ( l uote d as criticizing me for this alleged secretiveness. i his 

If t h q ’f- r ® 3 ^ e sp° nse , and 1 do not propose to take this kind of time in the future 
x nave to oe isolated, jfroni everyone else to work that I wip An I v, -u • * 

Si^otw % tems signifiC3Jlt help > I have notion isolItedTn s of 

f tort mention of „ om to p„„ta w took mTl- ^.X. I ^ 3*2 «iSS 
£?, f°” ^P steln » tovin « taken youi apuitiisal of 11a uork, before I reid it T 

PH info Sri’s: s? s* 

i. la iSS 

a pretty lousjf thing to do. Lane? I abandoned my second book and went to c al p fo^a t3 

ott i* S " aCk W ***> at Ws and to. s im'rt^VSIu^ 3 

fd «ioo “ “* — 
t j ^ am entitled to the fruit of my own labor. This concept does hot originate with 

•sz. - jts? zzviz\tz 
-~A sirs sr. 
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the rights of dithers to their owi work. There is more work behind the getting of that 
death certificate, for example, than in a difficult book. Likewise there was more work 
in the clo thing/ pix suit in which Cyril promised to help and then refused to than in a 
oo ok. The papers I filed, which do make an official recoil, are book-length.Now if there 
is any ethical, mor/k or legal reason you can think of for my not having the right to 
usemyown work, I'd welcome it. Bspocially if it is used by those who could have helped 
with this work but not only failed to, refused to. 

Ii the critical community is so concerned about my work being available, it has no 
probiem. It includes those who could well afford to lend me the money to get it printed. 

f “ ial success of a bool < I =an tell you that much money as 

,° we > atoou t <.4p5,000, a not inconsiderable sum for which my home is security and I am 
without income, I don t owe a penny to a single critic, from this same community, there 
is more than b2,000 owing me. (Hot counting what crooked publishers and wholesalers and 
bookstores owe and. will not pay because they know the cost of suing is greater than the 
return can justify. But from crooked businessmen this is less unacceptable t^an from 
those of lofty pretensions.) In my view, which I recognize is subject to bein'*- called 
selfish, especially by those with the means of making this work available and"in a 
context lacking when it is stolen and used, when those who claim dedicatidn to truth 
and to exposing what should bo exposed have this capability and elect not to do it. they 
surrender any right to complain against me. I think it is they, not I, who bear the 
responsibility for this work not being generally available. 

™ 3 is ^ ot * hs k f nd of lotter i decided to write when I was driving my wife home 
rom grocery shopping this a.m. But I have been hearing all sorts of nastiness for too 
long and what now impends is capable of doing me too great a hurt for me to be silent any 
longer. I don t know what l may be able to do to protect my rights, but I do know that 
1 - There is anything within my capability I will attempt it. If there is not hing that under 
my circumstances X can do, l wall not forget it and will hope for the generosities of time. 

- regard the selfishness and seli-seeking as that of those who have been saying these 
nasty things about me behind my back, Amy one could have elected the poverty I eniov 
to achieve what I have. All have elected the comforts of life instead. Many could have 
helped tins work -without feeling the cost and enough have wasted more than the cost in 
sell -seeing fu'tiliL'fci.es slid, burlful stupid! bieso 

Because he undertook to write them, many, including you, knew about lied and us hai ring 
an agreement. In fact, he said he sent you a copy of at least ono of his one-sided rewritings 
oi it. ±et when you would not accept confidences from me designed to prevent hurt to you, 
from what I have been informed you did accept confidences from lied with every reason to 
I* " 8 p® ^ n ^® r3t ' aad Ms pur P ose was to hurt me. And the certainty that it could. With 
justPOox MORTEM alone can you begin to imagine the effort in it, the cost, the pain, the 
sacrifice of all thos many tiling so many others were enkoying Wd, of course, had every 
rignt to enjoy), if you do not know- it to be the fact, you have every reason to suspect 
That ne has violated our contract, again with hurt a probability to us. ~nd on this you 
are as you have been silent. While I hear these complaints about my alleged secretiveness. 

. * know l ou md ^gnificent passion well enough to expect that your initial reaction 

o >his may be anger. I encourage you to let it aass and try and think as detached people 
wouid. You know me well enough to know that I wfcrk all the time, still a too-long day, 
anu that each thing I do is at the cost of something else. I haven't even mowed the grass 
here in three weeks, aside from assassination work. Sometimes, in haste, I am too emotional, 

^ ^ “ ty?ine * S ° if 1 ****' P lease try and separate those. My 
purpooe is not, to fight. -«or isn to lay a basis for what I will not eschew if it becomes 
necessary in the future, to fight then. There have long been too many divisions among the 
few of us who ever* -baa serious intent. Is think it is past time for us all to do some deep 
soula— searching. I have done it periodically, as I think Howard can attest, for we have 
discussed i,. i»ly regrets at this mess are great and sincere. But I regard myself as the 
victim, not tho cause, and I do assert my right to my own work. With hope the future 
be less unpleasant if not better, 
ccBR 
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